    Marijuana is Riskier Than You Think

· 60% of teens currently in drug treatment have a primary marijuana diagnosis.  More teens enter treatment for Marijuana abuse each year than for all other illicit drugs combined. 1
· Marijuana use is three times more likely to lead to dependence among adolescents than adults. 2
· Smoking Marijuana leads to changes in the brain that are like those caused by cocaine, heroin and alcohol. 3
· Regardless of THC content, the active ingredient in marijuana, the amount of tar inhaled by Marijuana smokers and the level of carbon monoxide absorbed are three to five times greater than among tobacco smokers. 4
· Researchers have found that heavy Marijuana use impairs the ability of young people to concentrate and retain information.5 This may be especially problematic during teens' peak learning years, when their brains are still developing.

· Young marijuana users in their later teen years are more likely to be delinquent, have multiple sexual partners, engage in unsafe sex, perceive drugs as not harmful and have problems with cigarettes, alcohol and Marijuana. 6
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